Living with kauri dieback

A visual summary of findings from a qualitative research study with bush users in Titirangi, exploring
culture, values, attitudes and behaviour, plus their experience of kauri dieback and the local response.
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What holds our community together?

VALUES & BELIEFS

Community values

Participants el strong sene o
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Tchink there’s a really strong sense of
community i Titirangi at the loal strest level
bt alco on  sort of wider vilage level as well.

Everything i quite connected.

Conservation mindset
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How do ws work as a communiy?

We choose to live here fo
be part of the forest, we
love being here.

BEHAVIOUR & ACTIONS

Groups/initiatives

Mulilecommunity Jed envirnmenal ntatives exist, frm nformal

What ds these trees mean 7o us?

RELATIONSHIP WITH KAURI

UNDERSTANDING AND IMPACT

How can I fearn more?

do I feel about losing kauri?

UNDERSTANDING DIEBACK EMOTIONAL IMPACT

Pride/reverence

Learning curves Loss, urgency, helplessness
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When initiatives start up to protect what weve
g0t here, the local peaple get involved into
atiities. Not just forests, it weed control,

pest contral, a lot of ocal astivty.

It a bunch of loeal
ansironmentalists who bandad
Cogethor fo cpread the word and get
people signed up and it ust from.

Connection to nature
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are very very aware of their

environment - that’s why they like
to lve here.

Therets concervation movement has just
grown, gone crazy in the area, people have just.
g0t on board, kide have got on board.
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The fact Tie go trees out the back,
and can g0 for wals, to ge grounded:

Channels

Intormation and knowledge s primaly shared

T get space

Tiirang:

Those trees are amazing, our forest giants,

they are an absolufe national treasure,
€0 lose one of them is  huge tragedy.

ink care
about the kavr, that' so not Now Zealans

Even across the glabe there
arent many tree species
Chat are of that huge
magnifioence, chat hitory.

Emotional/spiritual

Many prtcpants descibed  spiiul connection with k.

Sgns st informaton .

Beyond thei et negAbOTIO0d

Legacy/future
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W Find out about commns

events by word

Tturn to my neighbours, they have the knowiedge they
chare the same concern. Theye fed here.
Children have to have ther eges pen o

chi, and o have his valdted by adts

1o o ouching e ee, g thls presence withasense of
e codiness o o heding

Some partiipants reered o the rees i Buman tems, 2 being
rends neighbous, famiy

On a daify basis T look
at that dead tree and
it makes me o sad.
Tt's almoct like losing
a friend.

The foling the trece
give me i joy T feel
embraced when I in
the safety of bush. It
inportant for us.

I the precence of a mighty tree lke that I can feel moved,

almast t fear af times. You benaty, wonderfol

Conscience about impact

Some partiipant et conficed by thels vlues andscions, hat

e st was oo most clearly
hen bdingewere coe o e th bulaing it it
e e and i versa aiing s confet o conscienc s

hei roximiy o th s hey cared o much shout.

Why do we think we have to interfere, to
save them... It for our pleasure really
becavse most peopl love to see the kaur

Ukimatel, our house choutdnt be here.
IF the hauri are the most important thing, but we
want to e here . 50 you e with this contradiotion
Constantly, if you have & conscience.

Grief | Saddewed
Immensely devastated

UL s o g0 and dontod secamentc and
there’s many pages of study, with langonge
which is foo hard to read..

Upsetting

Heartbroken  Hate to loce them
g ictrecsin
T did a lot of reading and went to a lot Huge tragedy  Terrible Di “d
of information sessions to educate g Awful catastrophe | I couldn bear it
I, but it very complicated.
ek but i ey compleat Makes me want to cry

Wihen expresing thei understanding of ko

Tt a symbol to me of what we stand to

lose if we dowt look after the enviromment.
However most paricipants agreed.
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sretion s ot bingsbl 10 prsonalyhelp
ey o s

1 complicated and multifaceted.

2 JEctyRtTAl e o This was ampiied by a sene f urency.
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What doss thic mean I have 7o do differents). How do I foel about this?

PRACTICAL IMPACT

T the community on board with thic?

TRACK CLOSURE & CLEANING STATIONS

Scion

FORESTS « PRODUCTS * INNOVATION

MINDSETS AROUND MANAGEMENT

What is really known about dieback and how are fhe responsec playing ovt?

Doubtful Disconnected

Inconvenience/loss of amenity  Forced to drive Compliance Non-compliance Not knowing Lack of feedback
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Tim angry when I cant use fhis track
any more, which means the whofe loop

Tt a real chame now if we want to g0
T used fo do is not poscible. “ b

to the park it’s a drive, becavse there’e

o footpath on the road fhat goec
down to the park.

It definitely  oss to the
commanity, e the neighbourhosd or
the street even jost nat b able to

That was a really safe, quick
route for the kids, bt now they

bhave fo walk around the main
road, where theret no footpath

i beneheat 1o all o e he
Chanc t .

Degraded experience

Liability

Sclenti understanding,government
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Knowing what to look for

e s what ook o 0 nokic 1 1 i dying This ebes s
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The tranks ook stark hare's o laves, i ke  shost,
6 9o ook acro the soburb,youcan s the ghost:

bt Lwasnt aunre That's a irvefutable oct.
of that, and ifs guite difiut o tll.
1t ffet me that oo many e ave
dying, becave theres m kaori dy
campltey dead rght out fhat window:

a Gangerfrom fling branches, and  nancal cost o (ling
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They are not framping tracks any more,they are metal
paths with steps. Yoube actually not on the srovnd.
To me that’s not tramping.

Itk natjust about wanting to protect the

owners who have fhese freec.

Once L gt the gict, T never really
looked further into it.

APATHY

Paricpents who lived nearclosed racks spk o cheerving sk us,
e

Tin i wasLcas who were Hauniing he e, lhough some
e of o cal v were 120 obsrved

"

Most peaple, 5% of people are
prefty good at washing their
choes, that'’ the locals.

Peaple can't be trusted, people
are on the track all the time.

They are mostly locals who have

Just had enough.

T havent noficed anyome
chat' jumped the fonce
or splt the fonces
everyone i uite

respectful I think.

‘Some paicipantsdescribed usng short
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Mest peaple racpect. the rakoi but
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park and Tt my god-given right,
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Local/visitor

Blind compliance.
Acceptance - we have to
do 'something’

Mostparticipants were sccepting o he closures s a necesry sep o

‘Some paticpants et visiors 10 the sz may not hars the
Sare el ofsppeciaion o he bush o awarenessof kst
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I don't know 100% about

wobody does to be honest, TFthe pesplawhotore R
fat it and why? studying it actually know, woct ety W‘i s
CAXCY CLER s Charf CAS they haven': beew well e our koard survive,

then thic neede

reinforcing

communicafed to the public.

Ldont know whethe

or huma, it could even be from i
Ljust don't know.

environmental

It woud be wice i thay caid how
Chey were going, & raportfor the
public o say whether it geting
atter or worse. ot ut ko

Two schools of thought

Whenthre migh e carity round any of thse? onevast e ey

ost commrny  was asumed Auciand
Councl would beth sourcs o i ecaback

Drivers of doubt:

Exceptions, anomalies

Distrust
Disappointed by Council

ebac, based o

Imean ac mich to thom as it does
Come or the locae.

e e wihout comrbuting 1 he proiem.

Many paricipants held  ditrus o th way councl s mansging
. bk

Itk of loss ignificance fo
pesple whe just come in, do &
wall and drive off.

aiming Uhls consclenceShout Uing th deignate cks under hese

For the paople who dont lve here

Chey might have o diferent viw

Tl go with the current stff, losh my bosts

(B g for sure, but Ldant know what ece o do.

There's a distrost towards council and
authorities who are faking things away from us.

eason o query sy commoniy hld explanaton

Why do come get, and some right next door not
get it?ic it just the survival of the fittest?

We need . resly goad stdy and clear
anderstanding of the csee, how if affcts the
forest, but there hac to be  tract of
" harty o sl huv th sty ot con
ac a load of robbich

Wete lso had o couple of really diy
Summers, which afected our rees, 5o to me
it was & drough thing but e don’ knovw.

Varyingandcontadictory approach t e presrvation,
K heback b esed 4 8 e e Father

Own theories

Inthe absence frlsl o cer information, many of ur

Disinterest. Lack of urgency

et

The squirt thing just cleans yoor

N G
S choss of the coil thact aboot ac

avothar thing, T ot
seing o go purcving it

detaited as Tgotinto it

These theories range oy the causs of deback o how s spread, o he

Hovean .

Ambiguity, contradictions
& mixed messages

ot cior o the, 1 sppered theyd moch reer o now o sure han provise
e ther own cojecure,

Ve alack of cearinformaton sbout haw th crren managementof
Kouri iebck i oing, partKpants wer et jodg th Councl on their
Behaviours and acions. I thes they e found nconssencyin
2pproach, seen s ypocrisy 1o some parccipants

IF we are cupposed to be protecting
them, why are we cutting them down?

That’ becavse some of them are
probably weaker than others. It could
Jjust be Mother Natore’s way. The conflcing information seems to be e
dont realy know what’ going on, we kinda
e an ides but e dont: realy!

Disillusioned

* Do they even know?

e thse e

Even fhe bioloict T am in contact

Tekinkit could be spread by
ch sage che doesnt know whether

choes ac wall az airbore or &
bug T dont:think they 1003

what we are doing ic working.
know, o it would be stopped by
nowif they do know.

Magbe it wil be 510 years.

e
SCieNCE

MASSEY UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGY ']

POSITIVE CHANGE

What wed like Lo see in the futvre:

a Save kauri at scale
More/better should be done

Paricipans commonly beleve research o ieback wascrtcal b uder

esponse okl debock 8 3 el

Lok ofcommunicton s eedbockromrescarch s again held p 0
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Evermmentlevl, trasted s 8 nationsl emergency, i upport rom the
“canticcommunty.

It chould be the goverament saying we cannot lose

ic tre, Chic ic  naturalfreasore.

UL e o b mors v pt it te sty

o clear commenieation, that would he.

© communicate
Keep us informed

Many partipant ol rustate a th counl' commarications and

Termsof oy, consisency snd ey of ommuricaton
Incomparson some partcipants apprecite regularand datarich
commuricatns fom enironmental agencies, rovding useul formate.
feadback Number f pessums 13pped

Several prtcpant suggested hescienic communiy and government

w1 o, o and acton reried

We need o kauri chanpion' ke Ashley Bloomfild

Tl ancwar gour qoestions, Tuillet you know what's
gong on. Tt very difios ot the moment.

With Ak in the Park we get « weekly

newsltter, maps of how many of which
predators have boan caught exacty where
Itk activel commanicated, all the tine.

© Enable us

We just want to do something

Most paripants were complantand mothated 1 hip o thi b,
underso00 e e s stength o thei ommunity 53 ot of the

aur.

o o help thr 5sues (weeding. foden baing ).

calls 0 acionthey could respon o, rusting hese were efctive.

The agoncies dowt know
what to do with people
ke me, who are realy

Ldont really now what they
want from vs. T prepared to
b part of a soetion, Tjust

keen to he.

dont e what my 1o i
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